ARTH 2411 Short Paper #1:
Formal Analysis Exercise – Toilet Bowl

The bread-and-butter skill of art history is visual analysis, also known as formal analysis.  It is a critical tool toward learning visual literacy, or critically seeing something.  For details on how to do a visual analysis, please see the Barnet, my lecture on the topic, or the various sources you can find online.  

To develop your descriptive and analytical skills under the constrains we are currently experiencing in the age of COVID, I have decided that you should write a formal analysis (2-3 pages) on something we all have in our homes and dorms and should be very familiar with: the toilet bowl.  Made of porcelain, a critical and highly prized medium for East Asian art that we will explore later in the semester, the toilet bowl is both mundane and an ingenious work of design.  Part of your job is to figure out what are the characteristics of porcelain and why it was such a desirable material.  I want you to confront it as a work of art, as the avant-garde artist Marcel Duchamp has in his (in)famous readymade Fountain (1917, replica 1964) that changed the face of modern art (see attached image).  

Unlike a work of art you would encounter in a museum or a gallery, you could have a chance to interact with it.  Part of your analysis would be an in-depth discussion of your interaction, whatever it may be but please keep your discussion relevant, with the toilet bowl.  In your analysis, keep in mind the materiality of the object and your full sensory engagement with it.  Also keep in mind the context, critical to many examples of Asian art we will encounter in this class.  Where and how is the object found?  In what state?  What does that tell us about the user(s)?  The values held by the society that produces and utilizes it?  These are not check list questions, but rather guiding questions for your analysis of this toilet bowl.  

DO NOT include picture(s) of your toilet bowl.  No research is needed.  Final paper is due September 16 on Moodle. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968), Fountain, 1917, replica 1964.  Porcelain.  Tate, London. 
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